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belief that Hegel's attempt to deepen the concept of thought is highly 
significant for us to-day when so much of our philosophy is drifting 
either towards an irrationalism or a realistic doctrine of consciousness, 
remote from the real life of thought. 

George P. Adams. 
Harvard University. 
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NOTES AND NEWS 
Henri Poincare 



On July 17, the death of Henri Poincare deprived the world of, perhaps, 
its foremost genius. In the address delivered at his funeral, Nature 
quotes M. Guist'hau, Minister of Public Instruction, as saying of him: 

" His powerful spirit came into touch with every problem and threw 
fresh light upon each. He was one of those rare figures in the history of 
mankind who, by bringing together fragmentary or isolated facts, ideas, 
or observations, can raise themselves to a conception of the universe, can 
study its constitution and evolution, and can fathom even its variations. 
With the help of this force of investigation, which extended to every- 
thing, he studied the laws of the intellectual, as well as of the physical 
world, and philosophers, mathematicians, and astronomers, recognized in 
him their master." 

The breadth of his interests can best be shown by quoting from the 
speech of M. Frederic Masson, on the occasion of M. Poincare's election 
to the Academie Franchise, in 1909 : 

" M. Poincare is a very vast mind. He is remarkable for both the 
diversity and the profundity of his learning. He is a geometer as well as 
a physicist and astronomer, pursuing these sciences rather by the applica- 
tion to them of analytical methods than by simple observation and ex- 
perimentation. His interests, thus, have been largely in the fields of 
mathematical physics and celestial mechanics. 

" As a geometer, his works concerning the theory of numbers, inte- 
gral calculus, and the general theory of functions may be found in more 
than one hundred and fifty communications published in the Proceedings 
of the Academy of Science and in as many articles published in mathe- 
matical journals of France and other countries. 

" While professor of mathematical physics, at the University of Paris, 
he published fourteen volumes of lectures on light, electricity, thermody- 
namics, and the propagation of heat. He popularized in France, while 
perfecting them, Maxwell's theories which were later proved by the ex- 
periments of the great German physicist, Herz. 

" In the field of astronomy, Poincare showed great originality, and his 
studies upon the form taken by a fluid mass in rotation and subjected to 



